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Jo Q. Nelson: Model, Protagonist
Opening of The Sculpture Center’s Winter Exhibition

The Sculpture Center presents the most recent work of Jo Q. Nelson in the one person 
exhibition Model, Protagonist, as the first sculptor of its 2007 Window to Sculpture emerging 
artists series, from January 12 through February 24, 2007. On Friday, January 12 from 5 to 
9 pm, join the free, public reception to meet the artist and hear her informal gallery discussion 
with Scott Westover, Curator of The Progressive Corporation, Cleveland, OH, at 6 pm.

Immigrants borne on a giant gear before the Statue of Liberty – tourists in a hand 
scoop scrutinizing the Empire State Building from above – a row of little houses swept 
by wind, water, and finally fire – a poignant collection of house remnants precariously 
clinging to one another and the wall – such are some of Nelson’s mixed media sculptures, 
accompanied by digital photographs and other constructions, on exhibition at The Sculpture 
Center.  Nelson says, “I see architecture as a cultural metaphor with its complexity mirroring 
social complexities …I question familiar frameworks through fantasy – buildings become 
protagonists in narratives about their design, function, construction, and disintegration.”

With mixed media installations of sculptures of wood and metal and digital images, made on an 
erector-set-like scale, Nelson reveals the societal norms and the environmental activities that 
often operate invisibly, yet govern and inform daily life.  While her digital images of constructed 
environments may recall James Casebere, Nelson’s concerns are more in alignment with various 
socially activist artists as Amy Francescini and her San Francisco environmental group the 
Futurefarmers, Charles Simonds and his clay civilizations, and Andrea Zittel and her enterprise 
A-Z: an institute of investigative living; with the work of German photographer Thomas Ruff; 
and with the ideas of architects Diller & Scofidio, who designed the Blur Building, a platform 
shrouded in a perpetual cloud of fog, for the Swiss National Expo 2002. 

Nelson most recently exhibited a video in Street repairs and a SpaceLAB installation at SPACES, Cleveland, 
OH (both 2006), and four sculptures created during a project residency at the Commerce Street Artists’ 
Warehouse, Houston, TX (2006).  Nelson (b. 1977) grew up in Oberlin, OH, and is now a first year MFA 
candidate in Combined Media at Hunter College, New York, NY. She received her MA from Kent State 
University, Kent, OH (2006), and her BA from the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor (1999).  
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At the January 12 opening also see City Folk, the Artists Archives of the Western 
Reserve’s winter group exhibition.

About Window to Sculpture
Window to Sculpture, the programming centerpiece of The Sculpture Center, is a series of evocative one 
person exhibitions by emerging artists with a connection to Ohio. The exhibitions include site-specific 
installations as well as individual works in a multiplicity of media and feature diverse artistic viewpoints.

About The Sculpture Center
The Sculpture Center is located in Cleveland’s University Circle neighborhood at 1834 East 123rd Street, off 
Euclid Avenue, beside Lake View Cemetery and two blocks from Little Italy. The Sculpture Center gallery is 
open Wednesday through Friday from 10 am to 4 pm, and Saturday from noon to 4 pm. The Sculpture 
Center offices are open weekdays from 10 am to 4 pm. Programs and hours are subject to change. 
Admission, parking, public receptions and gallery talks are free. The Sculpture Center is handicapped 
accessible.

The Sculpture Center is a not-for-profit 501[c]3 arts organization. Window to Sculpture is generously 
funded in part by grants from The Bernice & David E. Davis Art Foundation, the Kulas Foundation, and the 
John P. Murphy Foundation.
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Jo Q. Nelson, NYC Fantasy Machine 1: Empire 
State Building, 2006; wood, lighting, digital 
photograph; 24 x 14 x 48 inches; Courtesy of the 
artist (detail)

J. Q. Nelson, Organic, 2006; wood, 
silver, wiring; 48 x 24 x 4 inches; 
Courtesy of the artist
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